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CoCo--operative statisticsoperative statistics

Source: http://www.ica.coop/coop/statistics.html
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Maltese CoMaltese Co--opsops
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Source http://Source http://www.coopsboard.orgwww.coopsboard.org

Picture courtesy of NASA
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What is a CoWhat is a Co--operativeoperative
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Source: International Co-operative Alliance (ICA)
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The CoThe Co--operative Modeloperative Model
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Types of CoTypes of Co--operativesoperatives
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Producer, wholesale, retail coProducer, wholesale, retail co--opsops
� Timber

� Finland

� � 9,000,000+ turnover

� Metsäliitto Cooperative - the 
parent company of the 
Metsäliitto Group. At the start 
of the 20th century forest 
owners realised they could 
increase their bargaining 
power by joining forces to sell 
their timber, enabling them to 
improve their forest 
management methods, and 
thus raise the quality of 
privately owned forest 
resources in Finland.
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WorkersWorkers’’ coco--operativesoperatives
� Financial, Industrial & 
Distribution sectors

� Basque area - Spain

� 82,000 workforce

� � 13,000,000+ Turnover

� A business organisation
competing in international 
markets with the use of 
democratic methods in its 
organisation and with special 
emphasis on job creation, the 
promotion of its workers in 
human and professional terms 
and a commitment to the 
development of its social 
environment
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Consumer coConsumer co--operativesoperatives

� Bookshop

� University of Sydney

� 1,000,000+ members

� Profits are returned to 
members in discounts and 
special offers

� Every member is eligible 
to vote at the annual 
general meeting

� Every member may stand 
for election on the Board
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Social coSocial co--operativesoperatives
� Health care info

� Canada

� Not-for-profit and to share 
promotion information 
among the community

� Members participate in 
policy making and attend 
the AGM

� Members receive Health 
information services

� Membership fee $25 (or 
what one can afford!)
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The Seven International              The Seven International              
CoCo--operative Principles operative Principles 
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1. Voluntary and Open Membership1. Voluntary and Open Membership
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2. Democratic Member Control2. Democratic Member Control
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3. Member Economic Participation3. Member Economic Participation
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4. Autonomy and Independence4. Autonomy and Independence
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5. Education, Training and Information5. Education, Training and Information
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6. Co6. Co--operation among Cooperation among Co --operativesoperatives
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7. Concern for Community7. Concern for Community
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MembersMembers’’ controlcontrol
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�� @�����(����@�����(����
����������������������
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GovernanceGovernance
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� ���� ����	
��
�����
������
�
�������������
��

Supervisory organSupervisory organ
�� 3�"��(�������3�"��(�������
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InvestmentInvestment
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Accounts and auditAccounts and audit
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SCOOPSSCOOPS

http://www.scoops.org.mt
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������	
�������	
�
�� II nternational Conternational Co--operative Alliance operative Alliance -- http://www.ica.coophttp://www.ica.coop

�� ICA Member Organisations ICA Member Organisations -- http://www.ica.coop/members/index.htmlhttp://www.ica.coop/members/index.html

�� MembersMembers’’ shares in coshares in co--operative entities and similar liabilities operative entities and similar liabilities --
http://www.iasplus.com/interps/ifric002.htmhttp://www.iasplus.com/interps/ifric002.htm

�� Statute for a European CoStatute for a European Co--operative operative Society Society --
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/labour_law/docs/regulationhttp://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/labour_law/docs/regulation1435_2003_en.pdf1435_2003_en.pdf

�� CoCo--operatives Boardoperatives Board-- http://www.coopsboard.orghttp://www.coopsboard.org

�� APEX APEX -- http://www.apex.coophttp://www.apex.coop

�� SCOOPS SCOOPS -- http://www.scoops.org.mthttp://www.scoops.org.mt

�� YesItMatters.comYesItMatters.com -- http://www.yesitmatters.com/html/cohttp://www.yesitmatters.com/html/co--operatives.htmloperatives.html

�� GaleaGaleaF. (2002). F. (2002). KoperattiviKoperattivi : : TwaqqifTwaqqif u u TmexxijaTmexxija. Malta: Co. Malta: Co--operatives Boardoperatives Board

�� CoCo--operative Societies Act, Cap. 442 operative Societies Act, Cap. 442 --
http://docs.justice.gov.mt/lom/legislation/english/leg/vol_13/chhttp://docs.justice.gov.mt/lom/legislation/english/leg/vol_13/chapt442.pdfapt442.pdf

�� CoCo--operatives operatives –– Lecture for International Baccalaureate Programme Lecture for International Baccalaureate Programme –– Business and Management Business and Management ––
http://www.yesitmatters.com/VIS_RMA_Coops_5thNov2007.pdfhttp://www.yesitmatters.com/VIS_RMA_Coops_5thNov2007.pdf

�� Differences between various types of business organisations Differences between various types of business organisations --
http://www.yesitmatters.com/Cooperatives_vs.pdfhttp://www.yesitmatters.com/Cooperatives_vs.pdf
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